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Annual Fire Conference and Exhibition 2012 

 
Purpose of report  
 
For information. 
 
Summary 
 
The 15th annual fire conference and exhibition is taking place on 20 – 21 March 2012 
at the Highcliff Marriott Hotel in Bournemouth.  Entitled Resilience – protecting 
people and places the conference will be an opportunity to focus on and explore 
resilience within Fire and Rescue Services and the way they support resilience 
locally and nationally. 
 

 
  
 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
Board members are asked to note the report and to ensure they have booked their 
place at the conference. 
 
Action 
 
LGA officers to action as appropriate. 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact officer:   Jane Marcroft 

Position: Events Manager 

Phone no: 020 7664 3080 

E-mail: jane.marcroft@local.gov.uk 
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Annual Fire Conference and Exhibition 2012 

 
Background   

 
1. The LGA annual fire conference and exhibition has become a firmly established 

event in the fire and rescue sector calendar.  Attracting over 200 delegates it is 
now a prestigious national event for key players in fire and rescue and will be 
marking its 15th year in 2012.  The line-up of speakers remains extremely 
strong, with politicians and professionals both playing leading roles. This year’s 
conference in Gateshead attracted a total attendance of 242 people: we are 
hoping that next year’s will do at least as well with delegates from all FRAs. 

 
Overarching theme 
 
2. The overarching theme of resilience for the conference is a critical issue for fire, 

across emergency services and for communities. Under the resilience banner 
sits a number of fire-specific topics such as the national framework, the future of 
the National Resilience Board, industrial relations and business continuity plans, 
and integrated risk management plans, all of which are integral to strengthening 
local and national resilience. The conference will provide a timely opportunity to 
debate issues and varying approaches in the new landscape. 

  
Sessions 
 
3. Conference planning is well under way with the majority of speakers having 

already been confirmed.  The Fire Minister, Bob Neill MP, Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State at CLG, has accepted our invitation to the conference dinner 
and will be giving the ministerial address on the second day of the conference. 
Other key speakers include the CFOA Presidential Team, a member of the 
Communities and Victims panel, the National Police Improvement Agency and a 
Search and Rescue commander.  Members of the FSMC and Fire Commission 
have kindly agreed to speaking or chairing sessions.  

 
4. Plenary sessions will focus on the meaning of local and national resilience; the 

civil disturbances in 2011 and the contribution of the Fire Service to prevention; 
environmental challenges; and industrial relations. 

 
5. A variety of workshops are planned designed to share practical knowledge and 

look at best practice case studies.  Topics include: resilience training across the 
emergency services; the National Framework; preparedness of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games; outsourcing of services within the Fire and Rescue Service; 
peer support; and the Localism Bill – general power and charging for unwanted 
and false alarms. 
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6. Political group meetings and fire authorities meetings will form an integral part 
of the programme, as will the drinks reception and conference dinner.    

 
7. The host authority, Dorset Fire and Rescue Service has been very supportive 

from the outset of the event coming to its county and will be providing staff and 
volunteers at the event to help with the smooth running of the conference. 

 
Marketing 
 
8. The event has been marketed since June.  To date 80 delegates have 

registered to attend (as of this time last year delegate numbers stood at 57).  
The exhibition has sold out with 12 exhibitors quickly securing a place and the 
two conference sponsors are Lion Apparel and Fire Times. 

 
9. Now that the programme is almost finalised we will intensify our marketing 

efforts to ensure that we get the maximum number of delegates signed up to 
attend the event.  Initiatives include: publicising the event in First and Fire 
Times, in the Community Safety Bulletin, in the Chairman’s and Chief 
Executive’s Bulletins, e-marketing, having a special focus on the event on the 
homepage of the website, promoting the event via the conference flyer at other 
key events and to visitors to Local Government House.  We will also be asking 
partners to promote the event via their own respective websites.  In particular 
we will be reviewing the delegate list from time to time to see which authorities 
have not signed up and will be making direct approaches. Members can play 
their part too by publicising the conference to key contacts and at relevant 
meetings. 

 
Costs 
 
10. We have managed to hold delegate rates at 2008 prices whilst driving down 

venue costs.  We have shaved off £18.00 per person, per day on the day 
delegate rate, negotiated cheaper accommodation rates and agreed a good 
deal on the conference dinner price. Audio visual costs will be kept at this year’s 
prices. 

 
Delegate materials 
 
11 The Conference provides an excellent opportunity to provide a range of 

delegate materials which furthers our lobbying priorities or showcases good 
practice.  Given the renewed focus on scrutiny arrangements through the 
National Framework, we plan to publish a short booklet which sets out different 
approaches to scrutiny from different FRAs around the country.  The Centre for 
Public Scrutiny is assisting us in finding excellent examples.  We will also be 
promoting the new peer challenge materials, Executive Leadership Programme, 
and any new evidence on the case for sprinklers.   
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Conclusion and next steps  
 
12 The Board is asked to note the arrangements that are being made for next 

year’s conference. Members with specific queries of a practical nature should 
make contact with Jane Marcroft. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
13 This conference is a key income generating event for the LGA. Income from our 

conferences is ploughed back into the organisation in order to keep 
subscriptions low and to benefit councils and communities. 

 
 
 
 


